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"WEINSTALLED SHOJl SCREEN DOURS IN THE GORNER OF THE LIVING ROON"

OWNER'S BRIEF

Yearning for retreat
from the city, a
professional couple
were looking for a
place where they
could genuinely relax
at the end of the day.
With a keen eye for
Japanese design, they
wanted the aesthetic
and architectural
features to embrace
this Eastern way of
thinking while also
being as sustainable
as possible.
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enk | the home of design end architecture



A two-storey home from the
60s undergoes a contemporary
make-over at the hands of
Japanese design principles.

The now elongated entrance
(complete with floor-to-ceiling
shoe storage) leads into the
multi-functional living and
dining space. Here, shoji screens
corner off a piece of the room
as an adaptable space. Behind
the screens, a built-in platform
doubles as a guest bed and a
yoga platform. A kitchen and
utility sit the other side of the
stairs while the bedrooms
tucked above are installed with
tatami floor mattresses.

LOCATION
Ealing, London




N0 TWO GRAINS OF TIMBER ARE THE SL\I\/IE, AND'TT'S BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK AT"

PROJECT NOTES

ARCHITECT
& INTERIOR
DESIGNER
Yoko Kloeden
Design

BUILDER,
CONTRACTOR
& STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER
Canyon Design
& Build

FLOORING
AH Peck Flooring

LIGHTING

Dining table
pendant, J Adams
& Co; paper
pendant above
the stairs, Akari by
Isamu Noguchi

KITCHEN
The Main Company

BATHROOM
Design,Yoko
Kloeden Design,
marble tiles,
Artisans of Devizes

enki | the fome of design and architecture

FURNITURE

Dining chairs, Carl
Hansen & Sgn; sofa,
HAY; built-in tatami
room and shoji screen
doors, Wabi Sabi Design

TATAMI MATTRESS
Made to a bespoke
size by a small tatami
workshop in Tokyo.
Fit by ateamin
Wabi Sabi Design

ARCHITECT'S QUESTIONS

What did the clients want from the
design? The brief was to create a

calm and serene oasis for a busy couple
using as many Japanese interior features
as possible. They also wanted the

design to be sustainable, using an electric
heat pump, solar panels, underfloor
heating, use of biodegradable and
reusable materials. The traceability

of materials was also important.

In what ways were you inspired by
Japanese design principles? Ma is
aword in Japanese that simply translates
to ‘internal’ or ’space’. When you visit a
zen garden in Japan, you will notice the
abundance of empty space - pristine and
uncluttered - a reflection of how your
mind should be when you are meditating,
Ma implies the existence of boundary,
something that defines the internal or
space such as column or furniture object.
In western design, we consider these as
‘positive’ while the empty space is
‘negative’. But this is the opposite in
Japan, and in zen gardens the space

(ma) is understood as a positive
element, and the designer use the
boundary objects only to shape it.

How did you choose the material
palette? This was kept to natural
materials in neutral colours - oak,
lime wash paint, rush grass, washi
paper, marble and 100% linen curtains.
Sustainably sourced timber touches
all the senses (except the taste).

No two grains are the same, and it’s
beautiful to look at, it’s a joy to touch,
it doesn’t make harsh sounds like
metal or stone and it smells nice.



